INTRODUCTION

| came across this memoir - Memoire Historique, Anecdotique et Militaire dela Campagne de 1812, faitte
par les Francais en Pologne et en Russie - in the archival documents — fond 846, opis 16, delo 3594 - of
the Russian State Military Historical Archive (RGVIA). It is written by d'Aupias, chief of staff of the 3rd
Cuirassier Division. Unfortunately little is known about him. By 1812, he served on Oudinot’s staff for
quite some time and the Archives de Vincennes (SHAT, 1 M 1468. Hollande, 1810) contains two copies
(92 and 104 pages) of reconnaissance reports d’Aupias prepared in 1810: Reconnaissance des cétes des
départements d'Amstelland et de Maasland, faites en mai 1810, par Daupias, capitaine adjoint a I'état-
major du maréchal Oudinot. In 1812, Daupias began the Campaign as the senior captain adjutant on
Latrille de Lorencez's staff (Latrille de Lorencez being the chief of staff of Oudinot's 2nd Corps in 1812)
but he later became the chief of staff of the 3™ Cuirassier Division. He was captured in Russia and wrote
his memoir — 68 carefully written pages - in captivity, completing them in late January 1813. The memoir
is written in a “matter-of-fact” fashion and, although it lacks the vividness and readability of other
memoirs, it was written in the immediate aftermath of the campaign, instead of years after the event. It
was completed in January and presented to Emperor Alexander in late February 1813.

To my knowledge, the memoir has never been published. The only published reference | found is in
Eugene Tarle’s famous Nashestvie Napoleona na Rossiyu (Moscow, 1941), where he provided a couple
brief citations from the memoir. Tarle’s notes indicate that the manuscript was at the time preserve at
State Public Library of M.E. Saltykov-Shedrin, Manuscript Section, N.K. Shilder’s Archives (K-9, Ne 11).

Alexander Mikaberidze

Louisiana State University-Shreveport
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