GENERAL LUIS DE LACY IN THE SPANISH
SERVICE

BY PATRICK MACBRIDE, M.A., DR. EN L. (MADRID)

S the President faces the deputies in the Cortes of Madrid,
on his right hand, at the same side as the banco azul
of the ministry, is a plaque bearing the names of Riego! and
others who have served the cause of democracy in Spain in
an outstanding manner. Prominent upon it.is the Irish name
‘“de Lacy.” This name was placed there in 1820 by order
of the newly constituted Cortes, who declared Luis de Lacy
a-heroic martyr in his country’s cause. That he had met
his death by the orders of his king only three years before
this signal honour was accorded him is only another of the
many ironic fluctuations of fortune in the life of this remarkable
man.

Born in San Roque, a Spanish village near the frontier
at Gibraltar, on January 11th, 1775, Luis de Lacy came,
so Spanish historians tell us, of a ** distinguished Irish family.”
He traced his descent from that John de Lacy of Limerick
who married Lady Elinor Hurley of Knocklong at the end
of the seventeenth century. Pierce de Lacy, son of John,
was Luis de Lacy’s great-grandfather. He married Lady
Arabella Gould of Knockraun, Co. Cork, and had a large
family—one of whom, Patrick, apparently the second son,
is the General Patrick de Lacy y Gould of Spanish History.
This General Patrick married in Spamn and his son, Lt. Col.
Patrick de Lacy, was the father of our Luis. There is some
difference of opinion as to whether it was General Patrick
or a cousin, General Count William, who was the hero of the
siege of Oran in 1782. General William was also a Limerick
man, and either he or General Patrick commanded the famous
Irish Regiment of Ultonia in the relief of the Moorish city.

1+ Himno de Riego,' the Nationsl Anthem of the Spanish Republic aince 1931; ie
oalled after this Riego.
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