B. Nilsson (Linkoping, Sweden)

AN UNKNOWN ARCHIVE: GENERAL
LEWENITAUPT AND LITTTUANIA IN 1706-1707

1 March 1708 General Adam Ludvig Lewenhaupt (1659-1719) lett
Riga to meet Charles XIT in the army headquarters in the small
Belarusian town of Radashkovichy. In the General’s memoirs, writlen
several years later while he was a prisoner of war, he deseribes an
unexpected intermezzo during this journey. In Vilnius he happened to
come across King Stanistaw I of Poland, who asked Lewenhaupt to
promote the interests of Prince Michal Wigniowiecki during his visit in
Radashkovichy. The General politely declined, he writes, because he
did not want to get involved in the struggle between the Sapicha family
and Wisniowiccki, but he did promisc to inform the Charles X1T of the
important services the latter had done Lewenhaupt during the preceding
months!. One day the opportunity presented itself during a conference
with Charles X11. The Gencral started to speak highly of Prince
Wigniowiecki and eventually suggested that the King could perhaps
find a way of rewarding hin. According to Lewenhaupt’s description of
the event Charles XTT got red in the face and replicd: «We wish to
support the Sapieha family» (Vi vibja soutinera det Sapihiske huset).
This incident was, according to Lewenhaupt, later used by the General's
enemics to tarnish his reputation
The Royal chaplain Jéran Nordberg (1677-1744) in 1740 published
an officially supported history of Charles XII. According to Nordberg
Lewenhaupt was the initiator of the reconciliation between the Sapicha
family and Prince Wisniowiecki. Upon hearing of the Altranstadt peace
treaty, Nordberg claims, Lewenhaupt published a manifesto exhorting
thosc still opposing Stanistaw Leszezynski to switch sides. This caused
Wisniowiecki to make contact with Lewenhaupt and after the latter
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had reccived the King's instructions he set up a mecting with the Prince
and Hetman Sapicha in early 1707 and brokered an agreement between
the (wo parties®. It is probably fair to say that Swedish historians have
left the topic undisturbed since then, even though Karl-Gustaf
[Mildebrand in 1936 suggested that the transition of the Prince to the
Swedish side would be worth a separate study”.

The Polish historian Jozet Feldman gave a fairly detailed deseription
of the circumstances surrounding Prince Wisniowiecki’s Lransition to
the Swedish side in his work Polska w dobie wielkiej wony pdinocnej
1704—1709. Teldman used a source called Kroniczka litewska, Pis'ma i
bumagi, the Zawisza memoirs and some contemporary letters as well as
Nordberg’s work, but he did not have access to Swedish archives.
Subsequent treatments of the issue by Polish historians share the same
weakness®, So while Swedish historians have neglected the issue, Polish
historians have not used all available sources.

General Tewenhaupt's papers are spread over a wide geographical
area. A copy of his memoirs and some letters to him are preserved in
Uppsala University Library, there is another collection in the National
Archives ( Riksarkiver) in Stockholin and there are substantial amount
of official papers from his time in Livonia and Courland in the Latvian
State Historical Archives (Latvijas Valsts véstures arhivs) in Riga. A
significant, but rather overlooked collection is in the Linkoping city
library.

The Linkoping city library has nowadays a very modern profile, but
at its center remains the old ecclesiastical library with medieval roots.
The book collection was rebuilt in the 18" century by bishops such as
Erik Benzelius the younger (1675~ 1743), whose vast correspondence
forms the nucleus of the manuscript collection. Among its treasures arc
also five huge volumes of letters and documents emanating from Adam
Ludvig Lewenhaupt’. The content is very mixed and it is bound together
in a totally haphazard way. Documents belonging together can be found
spread through the volumes and some have even been divided into two
parts. The collection must have been given to the library some time
Defore the mid-19% centuryS. From the content it is obvious that the
documents remained in Riga when Lewenhaupt left in late July 1708,
but their fate between then and the arrival in Linkoping is unclear. Very
lew Swedish historians have used these papers?. Outside of Sweden
(hey are probably totally unknown. The content covers mostly the period

1700 1708, bul there are some documents from Lewenhaupt’s service
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in the Netherlands before the Great Northern War. A minor part of the
collection comes from the archives of other persons, such as the well-
known diplomat Mauritz Vellingk (1651 1727).

As far as the political and military events in Lithuania after (he
Altranstadt treaty are concerned the most importantitems are probably
the Tollowing: About 20 letters from Wigniowiccki Lo Lewenhaup,
dated between March and September 1707.

1. About 10 dralts of letter from Lewenhaupt to Wisniowiecki, dated
between April and August 1707

2. 3=4 letters Trom the Lithuanian General Kazimicrs Sienicki (o
Lewenhaupt, written during the siege of Bykhow. There is also aplan of
the siege.

3. Alistofletters from Charles X1 (o Lewenhaupt during the period
7 5eptember 1706 5 July 1707.

4. The draft of a letter from Lewenhaupt to Charles XTT dated 24
Januvary 1707, which is accompaniced by letters o Wisniowiccki from
the Russian general Hallart in Polotsk.

[ the collection there is also a substantial number of letters from
other important Lithuanian figures such as the Michai and Antoni
Epcryaszy, the Minsk starosta Krzysztof Zawisza and 1 letman Kazimi erz
Jan Sapicha. Anoccasional letter in Russian has also found its way into
the Lewenhaupt collection.

From this material some tentative conclusions can be drawi, The
first time Widniowiecki’s switeh to the Swedish side is mentioned is on
19 January, 1707 Charles X1 informs Lewenhaupt that a reconciliation
has been effected between the Sapicha family and Wigniowiccki and
that the general should act accordingly as soon as the latter separates
hitnsell from the enemy. The 14 February the King tells Lewenhaupt
that the Treasurer Benedyke Sapicha will travel to Lithuania and sign
anagreement with Widniowiecki'. This information supports Feldman’s
deseription of the chain of events and suggests that Nordberg was
influenced by sources which exaggerated the role of General T ewenh aupt -
perhaps information coming from the generals family.

The leteers from Lewenhaupt to Charles X1 paintasimilar picture.
On 7 December 1706 the General reports that the [orces of Oginski and
Wisniowiccki continue (o harass the Swedish units, but he gives 1o
indication of contacts with any of the Lithuanian commanders. T [owever,
on 24 January 1707 Lewenhaupt sent a coded letter to Charles XTI (the
draft is in the Linkoping collection). He informs the King that Prince
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Wisniowiccki has presented hinmwith some letters tr<)|-n'3.§m1(i‘mll Hall;zrtt
and has dectared himself for King Stanis’r:aw, ‘.LILh()ugh 5(1111 (])n) yin Su(,(l ,-Cr.
The message (rom the Prince /\\ws (lQl]lycrc(\]i,l;z‘()(tiigié()t 1§7<</ly7(; Tﬁ“’g
Tneriess, which should mean Antont Liperyasz) D-1747). This
]I)‘]I:(-,ZJ; TJI(; firm contacls between LcwcnhaupL an(.l‘l.,Llp Wl:l l:((;\lv\llcl(]lf(ll
camp well after the mission of Alexander l.).rsz.c/xlm,( I‘L‘() ( l(l(‘\ q{ﬂlhu
the discussions which resulted ina rm',un(fl_lmtm[.l l)(*(r,wu‘,n ,117,(.)%![ ,
family and Wisniowiecki al some ]’)fﬁntbe(nre lnI(l—Jz}n\u\dr?/ 0 (:k y

The Linkoping collection is difficult to use 1)(‘,("1‘“15(, ‘()‘ t l(i(lir:l[,l(‘
chironological order, but it should be {lt?l(‘ Lo mnl,rlhl.llf,f,un:x \ able
additional information about the military and political events in
additional mimm(mQ oul ity and o
Courland and Lithuania during the first hall of the Great
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