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INTRODUCTION: THE UK1ON OF FINLAND WITH RUSSIA

"A new and brilliant career was opened for the
inhabitanta of the eastern parts of Pinland through
their incorporation into the Russian Empire at the
beginning of the laat [1B8th] century and they have
followed in their forefathers' footsteps during
Bussia's many campaigna against the Turkas and
Pergians ... At the beginning of this [19th] century
the same career has become common to all the
inhabitants of Finland ... "

The opportunity for the new military career mentioned
by the newspaper Abo Underriéittelser was provided by the
union of Finland with Russis in 1809, Swedish Finland was
invaded by the Russians on 21 February 1808 and ita
conquest was complete by November. By the Peace of Hamina
of 17 September 1809 Sweden ceded the country to Russia,
but the Emperor Alexander I had alresdy settled the
conatitutional status and the main features of the
government of Finland in consultation with the Finnish Diet,
meeting at Porvoo, between March and July 1809, The
inhabitanta of Pinland were guaranteed their lawa,
privileges and Lutheran religion and the country obtained
an administrative autonomy which gave the Swedish-speaking
upper class (stdndspersoner) far greater freedom to run
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1. Abo Underrittelaser, 12.I1I.1831, no. 12; introduction to
TBiografiska anteckningar' concerning Pinnish officers
in Ruseian service.

2. StAndspersoner (in Pinnish sHiitylHiset), the term
rendered here as upper class although it has no precise
equivalent in English, comprised members of various
social groups who derived their position in society from
office, education, property or relative wealth. The

composition of this upper class is considered below,
p. 235-236.
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the larnd's affairs than had been the case when Finland was
part of Sweden, 3

The Emperor of Russia, as sovereign of Finland, took
the title of Grand Iuke of Finland. Because of his
guarantee of the laws and privileges of the country, the
Emperor did not possess in Pinland the autocratic power
that he enjoyed in Russia, Instead he acgquired the
extensive monarchical rights formerly exercised by the King
of Sweden under the Form of Government of 1772 as modified
by the Act of Union and Security of 1789. As sovereign,
the Emperor and Grand Duke - who was conventionally
referred to as the Emperor except in certain formal
documents - possessed wide executive power, including the
rights to organise administrative institutions and to
appoint to public offices. He shared legiaslative power
with the Diet but determined for many yeara if and when it
should be summoned. The Diet, composed of the four Estates
of nobles, clergy, burghere and peasanta, represented the
nation, It had the right to enact and revise lawa and %o
approve taxes. However, the ordinary revenues of the atate,
which were paid into a separate Pinnish treasury, were leng
adequate to meet ordinary expenditure and no additional
taxation requiring the vote of the Diet was needed. The
Diet was not summoned between 18509 and 1863, by which time
its meeting had become imperative to deal with a series of
legiglative and financial problema. Regular convocation of
the Diet was secured by & law promulgated in 1869 and in
1906 the old Diet of the four Estates was abolished and
replaced by a unicameral Diet elected by universal

puffrage.
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3. See Eino Jutikkala, A history of Finland (London, 1962),
eh. T, on the settlement of Eﬁﬁﬁ and on Finland's
sutonomous position, The following deseription of the
gdministration of Pinland also draws on L. Mechelin,

A préeis of the publie law of Finland, (London, 1889), -
and K. J. StAhlbverg, Suomen hallinto-oikeus, Yleinen o0sa,
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The highest administretive body in Pinland throughout
the autonomy period was the Imperial Senate of Finland
which was set up by the Emperor in 1809 as the Gﬂvernm;nt
Council and renamed the Senate in 1816. The Senate was
divided intoe the Economic Department (Swedish Ekonomie-
departementet) and the Judicial Department (Justitie-
departementet), both of which met separately as well as
coming together to form the Plenum of the Senate. The
Governor-General of Finland, who was the Emperor's personal
representative in the country, was Chairman of the Senate
and of ite two departments. However, because Governors-
General were Russians who knew little or no Swedish -
which for most of the period was the langusge used by the
Senate - the conduct of business was usually left to the
Vice-Chairmen of the departments who, like the other
senators, were Finns appointed by the Emperor. The
Economic Department, which was responsible for ecivil
administration and economic affairs, c¢ame to resemble &
cabinet with the Vice-Chairman as prime minister and
senators responsible for the various administrative
departments (expeditioner) into which it waa divided, The
Judicial Department acted as a court of last inatance and
supervised the administration of Justice, The Senate mat
at Turku until 1819 when it transferred to Helsinki, the
new caplital. .

Certain matters could be decided by the Senate itself -
the number of these grew with the passage of time - but
othera required the decision of the Emperor. The procedure
in these cases was for the Senate to record its views for
transmission to the Emperor. This was dons through two
intermediaries. The first was the Governor-General, who
was entitled to add hies own comments to thosa of th;
Senate. He sent the documents to the second intermediary
the Minister Secretary of State for Finland, whose task w;u
to report to the Emperor matters submitted by the Senste and
the Governor-General. The Minister Secretary of State was
a Finnish official appeinted by the Emperor and his office
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waa in 5t. Peteraburg. Initially matters submitted to the
Emperor were discussed and formulated by the Committee of
Finnish Affairs which was set up in 1811, Its minimun of
five members, who were Finna, included a chalraman and the
Secretary of State and its office was located in St.
Petersburg. However, this Committee was abolished in 1826
and the Secretary of State — from 1834 Minister Secretary
of Stats - slone was retained, A second Committee of
Pinnish Affairs functioned from 1857 to 1891, ita business
being to examine matteras referred to it by the Miniater
Secretary of State at the request of the Emperor.

The Minister Secretary of State put forward to ihe
Emperor a proposal note in Bussalan sumzarising the matter
under consideration; in very important casea full
tranalations were supplied of the documents subtmitted by
the Senate and the Governor-General. The Emperor's
decisions were expressed either im rescripts, signed by him
and counter-signed by the Minister Secretary of State, or
+he Minister Secretary of State prepared a lefier asetting

out the decision as annotated by the Emperor on the
proposal note. All decisions were notified by the Minister

Ssoretary of State to the Governor-General who reported
them to the Senate which promulgated and executed them.
The Minister Secretary of State was also the intermediary
between Russian ministries and other major Pusaian
institutions and the Finnish mithorities on matters
touching on Finnish as well gs Russian intereats. He did
not, however, report to the Emperor matters concarning the
foreign relations of Finland since these were all handled
and reported by the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs.

The duties of the Governor-General have been mentioned
cnly in connection with his ghairmanship of the Senate. He
was also responsible for supervising the work of the Senate
and for ensuring that its prdera were carried out. His
standing in relation to the Senate was enhanced in 1826
when he acquired the right to report matiers directly to
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the Emperor. However, imperial decisions taken as a
result of his reports were issued through the Minister
Secretary of State In the usual way. Until 1905, when the
Finland Military District was incorporated with that of S5t.
Petersburg, the Governor-General exercised both civil and
militery power in Pinland since he wae also the commander—
in~chief of all troops statiomed in the country, both
Russian and Finnish. It should be noted that although
there was & Finnish Military Department, subordinate to the
Econcmic Department ¢f the Senate, for bandling the
administration of the Finnieh military and naval units
which were set up during the autonomy pericd, Finland never
had either a War Minister and & War Ministry or & Navy
Minister and a Naval Ministry. The Governor-Genesral had a
staff to deal with matters relating to the Finnish troops
and in respect of purely military and naval affairs, as
distinet from administration, thess troops were the concern
of the Russian War Ministry and the Russian Kaval Ministry.

- - e

The Finnish army that had fought against the Russians in
1808-09 = nearly 22,000 men — was formally disbanded in
1810 and the country was freed from the burden of military
service while it recovered from the effecta of the war. 4
Disbandment also acknowledged that the Finna might not be
willing to fight aguinst Sweden, the most likely enemy. It
waa realised that the change of movereign was not
universally welcomed. BSome members of the upper class, for
example, thought of themselves as Swedes and still fea;ed
and hated Russia as the traditional enemy, However, the
growing conviction towards the end of the eighteenth
century that the Swedish government was neglecting Finnish
intereats had aroused extensive separatist feelings and

4. Manifesto of 15/27.111.1810, Saml
See alsc balow, p. 242. » Samling af placater, I.
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fostered a readiness to accept RFussian rule as an inevitable
and probably beneficial change.

Those Finno who assumed a leading role in the government
of the country after 1809 naturally took a positive view of
the connection with FRussis and welcomed the autonomous
status that Pinland had attained. These men regarded
themselves aa Flnns and Finlend gs thelr fatherland. They
believed that Finland ecould only preserve its apeclal
political privileges by demonstrating its usefulness to
Russia &z & loyal and protective frontier land. It has
been suggested that these ideas were largely accepted by
the Finnish upper class during the reign of Alexander I,
whose conciliatory policy contributed to their acceptance. e

The revolution in Sweden in 1809 and the choice of
Marshal Bernadotte as heir to the throne weakened loyalties
to the o0ld motherland and although the tradition of service
in Sweden persisted it affected fewer and fewer young
Finnsa, 6 After the severance of the political commeciion
with Sweden the ides of serving the new sovereign in Russia
gs well as in Finland could not be regarded in any way as
reprehonsible.

Fussian Emperors and Empresees had long been eager to
mcguire the services of their non-Russian subjecta and of
foreignera as soldiers, adminisntrators and technieians, 7

e

S. Finnish attitudes %o the connection with Russia at that

time are discussed in Carl von Bonasderff, Opinioner ach
stémningar i Finland 1808-1814, (Efors, 1915. S5LF, 14l);

L. @#. von Bonadoril, LUen ryska ciferingen 1 Pinland
1808-09, (Hfors, 19591, Pe 337*%%3: RaIEn Korhonen,
vomeri gaiain komitea. Suomen korkelmman hallinnon
[Hrjaatelvt ja toteunttaminen vuosina 13 Hied,
- £ ® 15 a " .. ¥ P-I 2 a i
Lin EJ; puoleltatoista vuosisadalta, (Turku, 1963),
L] g 3‘-
6. En&mpl&ﬂ are given by Jarl Gallén, 'lLa Pinlande
militaire au temps du Grard-Duché (1809-1917)', Revue
internationnle d'histoire militaire, 23, 1961, p. 195-196,
7. On non-Kussians in Russian service see, for example,
Erik Amburger, Geschichte der Behiirdanorganisation
Russlanda von Fefer dem Grossen bis 1917, {ﬂafiﬁﬁf 1966),
TR BT Y
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The habit - and the social and economie necessity - of

state service, both military and civil, was of long standing
among the upper class in Finland as in Sweden, 8 and both
Finnish and Russian authorities were encouraging to those
who sought employment in the Empire. The possibility of
enjoying a new and gloricus career in the Russian armed
forces, to which the quotation from lbo Underrkittelsar

refarred, was quickly understood by those Finns able to
take advantage of it.

o

B. BSee Kaarlo Wirilander,

Herrgoviiked. Suomen sHKt
1721-1870, (Hki, 1974. Hist. tutk,, : WMic

¥ P‘
rts, 'Sweden', in A. Goodwin, ed, ih Fre
nobility in the gighia&nth nantu%x, {iunﬁgnl ]EEE??
P- Iiﬁ:f 3
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enlisted regimenta to replace the Ruasian troops then in
Pinland. Propossals that a Finnish army should be revived
were discussed keenly during the period 1810-12 by Count
Gustaf Mpuritz Armfelt, Baron Robert Henrik Rehbinder and
other Finns prominent in the guidsnce of Finnish affairs.
They felt that a Finnish army would demonstrate Finland's
exiatence as a nation and in that respect the arrangementa
for raising mn army were linked with the desire to call a
meeting of the Diet. The re-creation of a Pinnish army
would aleo parmit the withdrawal of Russian troops, thus
alleviating grievancea over their quartering, encourage
young men to atay in Finland instead of seeking education
and service in Sweden, and tempt back to Finland officeras
who had settled in the former motherland. The dangers
inherent in the diminution of the militery class in Finland
would be averted. It was believed that for economic reasona
unemployed officera would want to join a revived Finniah
ATHY . 8 However, in the autumn of 1811 the Emperor rejected
a proposal drawn up by Guataf Fredrik Stjernvell, the
governor of UDusimaa-Hime provinee, to raise by conscription
an army of 12,000 men., While Sweden was regarded ss a
likely enemy, &nd while feelings of sympathy for Sweden
continued which might lead 1o refusals to serve; the

Emperor did not consider the time opportune to raise Finnish
unita to relieve Eussia of the burden of supplying a
garrison in Finland. J The Emperor did, however, approve the
establishment of the Topographical Corps at Haapaniemi,
which developed into the Finnish Cadet Corps. -°

5.2. THE AHMED FORCES IN PINLARD

At the beginning of 1808 the armed forces in Pinland
comprised 21,854 men, of whom 13,752 were in the indelta
army and 6,013 in enlisted army unita, while the naval
forces numbered 2,089 men, enlisted and indelta. 1 The
number of poata Tor officera, nor-commissioned officers
and military officials was 1,478 according to Wirilander. e
The old army was disbanded by the imperial manifesto of
15/27 March 1810, the ostensible aim boing to free the
country from the expense of military service while it
recovered from the effects of the recent war. Officers
ware well treated, being guaranteed their homes, which
formed part of their emolumenta, and their pay. 3 There was
general and well-justified satisfaction among the officers
of the former army with the arrangements made on their
retirement. ? But for the nature of the settlsment of 1810,
the disbandment of the old army, which reduced by half the
rumber of postas in state service, 5 would have had a
catastrophic effect on the livelihood of the upper class.
The settlement in fact caused former officers not to be
tempted into posts in the Finnish e¢ivil service or inte
Russian military service. The overwhelming majority eithar
lived exclusively on their retirement pay or supplemented it
with occupations independent of the state, 6 This attitude
waa the more understandable sinece the average age of these
officers was high, being 50 for field officers, 44 for
captains and 40 for lieutenants and ensigns. 7

The Finnish leaders returned to the gquestion of raising
Pinnish troops in 16812 when war between France and Russia

The manifeste of 1810 disbanding the old Pinnish army
mentioned the eventual and gradusl formation of Finnish

8. On the proposals and attitudes aee Bonadorff, Opinioner
och stdmninear, p. 110-121, and G. A. Gripenberg,
TAnteckningar rorande den Ar 1812 uppsatta finska
militérens historia', FHT, 11, 1892, p. 66-T5.

g, Armfelt thought that the Empercor kad been influenced by
Bishop Jakob Tengetrtm. DBonsdorff, Finléndska militér-
frgiur vid ryska tidens b¥rjen, p. 6-33. See also

. ro n, lstoriva nlyandii. Vremya Imperatora
Aleksandra I.-Tgﬁirzigﬁﬂl, P 432-415.

10. See above, ch. 2.

1. Martti Santavuori, Sucmen sotahistoris, I, (Hki, 1941),
Pll 252"25" "

2. Wirilander, op. cit., p. 113.

3. Bamling af placater, I.

4. TonedorlT, ﬂpiniuner och satirningar, p. 116.

5. Wirilander, op. cit., p. 430.

6. Wirilender, op. cit., p. 191, 265.
T. Wirilander, op. cit., p. 208.
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provided the occasion to demonstriate Finland's loyalty in

a practical way, 11 In September 1812 the Emperor sgread

to the formation of three Pinnish light infuniry regiments,
each of two battalions, totalling 3,600 men. 12 Thers wara

to be 273 poasta for officers, non-commissioned officers and
officiale. 13 The reglments were to be formed on the same
banis aa the former Savo Light Infantry Hegiment, which meant
thut they were not to be in continuous service but warse to
ganemble for training for & period in the summer only. 14

Two regiments were to be raised by enlistment and one, in
Viipuri province, by conacription. 15 Althouzh some officers
and men of the old army joined the new regiments, recruitment
proceeded alowly, 16 and fears were expresssed that the
enterprize would bring upon Finland more dishonour than
eredit. + However, the Jrd (Viipuri) Pinnish Light Infantry
Regiment was able to carry out garrison duty in the Rusaian
capital from March 1813 to Auguet 1814 when moat troops had
been withdrawn from S5t. Fetersburg.

-

11. Bonadorff, Pinlindeka nilitérfrégor vid ryska tidens

birjan, p. B .

12. Reseript of 6/18.1X.1812. Samling af placater, I. The
Pinnish armed forces during the autonony period are
discussed in an excellent short survey by Jarl Galldn,
'‘La Finlende militaire au tempa du Grand-Duchd (1809-
1917)', Revue internationale d'histoire militsire, 23,
18961, p. - - r more details of the troops
raised in 1812 see G. A. Gripenberg, ‘Anteckninger
rérgnde den Ar 1812 uppsatta finska militdrens historia’,
PMT, 11-13, 1892-94. (See bibliography for page
referances. )

13. iirilﬂ.ﬂdﬂrl ﬂ-I.I- E’..'hlj Pn 1-13-1]-4!

14; Gri ﬂhﬂrgl Opa Elt-. N.T. 3—1| 1392} ju T_:!l. 12* 1&93.

« 190=151.

15.; %ha Viipuri government (0ld Finlend) had been reunited
with the rest of Finland, which was not liable to
conscription, by the decree of 11/23.X11.1811. Samling

al placater, I. |
16- F‘Bn eI ] Q‘P-l Eit!l HT, 11| 1392 P- T‘?FTE; 12. 13531
p. 137-139, 136-147, 302-303; 13, 1Bo4, p. 325,

Bonsdorff, PinlHndeka militléirfrigor vid ryska tidens
bérjun, p. I06-107, 125-129. Thirty-seven officers of
a8 old army entered the new troops. Kaarlo Wirilander,
'Suomen upseeriperheiden sijoittuminen wuoden 1809
jilkeiseen yhteiskuntaan', Historiallinen aikekauskirja,
53, 1955, p. 107.
17. Gripenberg, op. cit., BT, 12, 1853, p. 136-117.
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In 1819 the first two Pinniah light infantry regiments
were changed into infantry while the third retained its
formar title. 18 In 1827 the Pinnish troops wera
roorganised as three brigades of rifles each of two
battalione, with an additional training battalion in
Heleinki. 19 In 1829 the training battalion bocame the
Guards Pinnish Rifle Battalion. -C Thanks to the
reorgenisation, the number of posta in the Finnish troops
for officera, non-commimsioned officers and military
officials rose to 617. = However, this relatively large
military establishment did not last long. In 1830 the
Finnish battalions, with the exception of the Ouard, were
disbanded, partly for economic reasons and partly because
the Governor-General was keen to have Pinns in naval rather
than in military service pince he valued their talents as
sallora. g This marked the end of the first phass of
Finnish military activity during the asutonomy periocd. The
formation of the Finnish Faval Ekipazh in 1830 with an
establishment of 1,017 men increased somewhat the exiguocus
armed forces of the Grand Duchy. 23 Howaver, while the

18. Gripenberg, op. cit., FMT, 13, 1894, p. 252-251.

19, Gripenberg, op. cit., PNT, 13, 1894, p. 345-346. This
training battalion hed been Tormed in 1818,

20. Gripenberg, Lifrardets Pinska skerpakvttebatal jon
1512-1%35, < « This is the most complete history of

lion. Although the battalion formed part of
tha Russaian guard corpa, its peace=time mtation was
Helsinki and Finland paid part of its cost and attended
to0 1ts administration. It saw active service in Foland
in 1830, was on garrison duties at Rigs snd Erest-
Litovek in 1849, in Poland and Lithuania during the
Crimean %ar, and on active service during the Busso-
Turkish War of 1877-T8. It was disbanded in 1905.

2l. Wirilander, Herrasvikel, p. 114.

22, Gripenberg, TAnteckningar rdrande finska sjSekipagets
historie', FWT, 17, 1698, p. 668-669, 6T71l. The savings
were used to help pay off a loan from Russia for the
conastruction of the fortress of Bomersund. Gripenberg,
'Anteckningar rirande den Ar 1812 uppsatta finska
militHrens historia', FWT, 13, 1894, p. 514-519,

23. Proclamation of 21.V.1830, Samling af placater, VI. The
eatablishment of the Ekipazh was augmented slightly by
the proclamation of EE.IE.IEfj. Samling af placater, VI.
The designation lat Finnish ETtET_HE?EI_Eﬁfiﬁiﬁ_FEh
used from 1841. Gripenberg, 'AnteckningaT rorande finska
sjdekipagets historie', FMT, 20, 1901, p. 181-182,
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Ekipezh and the Guard were the only Finnish military unita
there were only 284 poats for officers, non-commisaioned
officers and military officials. 24 The commuand organisation
of the Pinnish troops was abolished and certain departments
concerned with military administration were wound up.

The abrupt contraction of the Finnish armed forces was a
big blow to the employment prospects of the upper elasa.
The terma offered to officers serving in 1830 were not so
favourable as those of 1810. PFileld officers and officers
above the rank of lieutenant were discharged with the right
to receive pay for life or until they were provided with
other employment by the state. I1f any wanted to enter the
Russian army they were to be accepted. Lieutenante, second-
lieutenants and ensigns were permitted to be tranaferred to
whatever Russian army regiments they wished but if they did
not want such a transfer they were to be retired without
pension and were to be paid only to the end of 1830. 25
Quite a large number of Finnish officera tranaferred to
Bussian service. 26 The eontraction of the Finnish troopa in
1810 contributed to the entry of the upper class into
Fussian military eervice. In particular many former cadets
at the Finniah Cadet Corps, for whom there were no openings
in the small Pinnish forces, entered the BRussian army.

The existence of Finnish troops had little or no effect
on the size of the Russian garrison in Finland which was
rather more than & division in strength after the conclusion
of the war with Prance. The principal formation was the
2lst Infantry Division, which comprised four infantry
regimente (Vyborgsky, Petrovsky, Neyshlotaky [Nyslott], ama
Vil '‘manstrandsky) and two light infantry regiments. There
were also various artillery, gerrison and other troops. In

E‘l “if‘lhﬂdlr, ﬂpi Eitrlp Pl ‘jsh

26, Proclammtion of 7.X.1830. Samling af placater, YI.

26. Gripenberg, ‘'Anteckninger rdrande den Ar 1817 uppsatta
finska militlrens historia', FMT, 13, 1894, p. 515.

27. wirilander, op. cit., p. 192. BSee alsoc Table 8.

- E#T -

1820 or 1821 the 2lat Infantry Division was redesignated

the 23rd and this in turn was renumbered the 1G9th in 18313,
In 1835 the Russian troops in Pinland were extensively
reorganised, the infantry regiments and some garrison
tattalions being formed into twelve Pinlend line battalions
which made up the 21lst Infantry Division. This division
was renumbered the 22pd in 1844. The Russian garrison in
Pinlend in peace time totalled gbout 12,000 men. HNaturally,
this total was greatly increased during the Crimean Var,
bocauss of the threat of gllied invasion and the fear of
Swedish intervention, until about 68,000 troops were in the
eouniry, The twelve Finland line battalicns formed twenty-
two battalions during the war but were reduced to ten in
1856 and the garrison fell below its pre-war level. In 1863
the Pinlend line battalions were reorganised as four infantry
regimenta (85th Vyborgsky, 86th Vil'manstrandaky, 8Tth
Keyshlotsky and 88th Petroveky) and as the Vyborg and
Sveaborg Fortress Regiments.

In 1865 the 22nd Infantry Division ended its long mojourn
in Pinland and was moved to Novgorod, being replaced by the
23rd Infantry Division. Thie division, composed of the 89th
Belomoreky, 90th Onezhsky, 91st Dvinsky and 92nd Pechorsky
Infantry Regiments, also had a feirly long stay in the
country. In 1883 it was replaced by the 24th Infantry
Division, comprising the 93rd Irkutsky, 94th Eniseysky, 95th
Krasnoyarsky and 96th Omaky Infantry Regimenta. This
formation left Pinland during the 18903 and the Russian
garrison then consisted mainly of the Finland rifle regiments,
the first two of which had been formed in 1892 from four
reserve infantry cadre battalions in the 3St. Petersburg
Military District. There was also an artillery regiment and
infantry, artillery and mine units in the fortresses of
Sveaborg and Viipuri. The strength of the Russian army in
the country, which had fallen to about 9,500 men by the end
of the century, was increased after the disbandment of the
Finnish troops in 1901. In 1914 the garrison comprised
sixteen Pinland rifle regiments organised into four brigades,
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5el. THE ATTRACTION OF THE RUSSIAN AEMY AND NaAVY

It ia not diffioult to see from the preceding accounta
of social change in Finland and of the armed forces in
Finland why the Ruseian army and navy attracted Finniah
officers for the greater part of the autonomy pericd. The
opportunities in Pinland for any kind of cccupation
suitable for membera of the upper class were relatively few
for at least the first half of tke nineteenth century.
Service in Russis by widening the possibilities of
employment undoubtedly reduced the pressure on civil and
military posts in Finland on the part of men from military
and noble families. 1 Even when Pinniah militery units
existed, the Russian forces were attractive in themselves
to Finnse. This wes not surprising since the Finnish troope
were not only emall and limited in character btut also
unstable. Economic difficulties were allowed to put an end
to the first two phases of military activity in Finland;
political conditions delayed the satart of the first phase
and ended the third. In these circumstances the Russian
army had a clear appeal as the army of a great power, in
which career opportunitiea were both wide agnd constant gnd
in which the ever present prospect of active service gave
ptimulus and purpose to the military life.

To enter Rusaian service was, however, an action which
in many cases was not undertsken without careful thought.
Even when relations between Finns and Russisns wers good,
ag in the 1830s and 1840s, "the Russian element was and
remained something foreign, which could never be made our
own® £ In apite of their satisfaction with the settlement
of 1810, and in & sense because of it, few of the officers
of the old Finniah army entered Russian service. One
caloulation claims that about fifteen Pinnish officers who
had taken part in the war of 1808-09 entered the Russian

1. VWirilsnder, Herrasvikel, p. 192, 226.
2, Schauman, FrAn esex Artionden i Fimnlagnd, 1, p. 19.
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army between 1808 and 1813, and that about another tem who
had ecither served in the Swedish army or were entering
military service for the firet time joined during the same
period. 3

Many officers of the old Finniash army did not want to
enter the Russian grmy for reasons of principle and
because of s deeply rooted fear of moving to the utterly
strange surroundings of Hussia. 4 Moreover, guite apart
from the problem of the Russian language, 2 the expense of
gervice in Russia was an off=putting factor. This matter
had bteen raised by Johan Fredrik Aminoff, a member of the
Committee of Finnish Affairs, in a letter of 11 May 1812
to the War Minister, Count Aleksey Ivanovich Gorchakov.
Writing on behalf of a volunteer, Aminoff suggested that
while many Finns wanted to enter the Russian army, a great
part of them was prevented from doing so because they had
go little money that they could not exist if appointed to
gerve in such an expensive place as S5t. Fetersburg. He
proposaed that this epituation would be remedied if they
eould be appointed to units in Finland. 5 In @ proclametion
of 26 June/8 July 1812, which was intended to encourage
Finns to enter Bussisn service, Steinhell; the Governor-—
General, stated that they could, if they wished, be engaged
by units stationed in Pinland to reduce their expense in
joining units in distant parts of the Empire. L Thia
proclamation does not seem to have had a great effect. G

3. FBonsdorff, 'Eejear Alexander I och finska officers-—
kAren', p. 248.

4, Wirilander, 'Suomen upseeriperheiden sijoilttuminen vuoden
1809 jHlkeiseen yhteiskuntegan', p. 109.

5. Bonadorff, Finléindska militérfrizor wvid r¥uku tidens
hﬂriun, p. 129, deacribes the reluciance o nnis
o cers to learn Russimn words of command.

6. Borodkin, Istoriya Pinlyvandii. Vremyi loperatora
Aleksandra I, P. 431-438.

7. Samiine af placater, I.

8. EEroEETn, op. eit., P. 43?-433, quoting Aminoff to

Gorchakow, 11.YV.16812, no. 44 Borodkin commented that,
"Thus were privileges obtained when there was still
nobody wishing to serve". He added that Steinheil's
ardent wordas to the Finns “resounded in the wilderness".
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The formation of Finnish troope did, however, lead to
some transfers of officers from Finninh to Ruasian servies,
By 1818 it had become necessary to satate that the
seniority in Buseisn service of theae Finnish officers was
4o be reckoned from the date of their commissions in
Pinnigh service, E Tranafera were more numerous during the
1820s, 10 .nd on one occasion at least they were officially
encourzged: special arrangements were made for officera who
wished to transfer to the Russian grmy on the Danube to
take part in the war againat Turkey in 1828. 1 By thia
time, of course, the first generation brought up since the
teginning of Rusaisn rule was entering military service.
014 ghtipathies had lessened or disappeared mnd a greater
willingneas to enter the Russian army was to be expected.
This showed in the increase in transfers from the Finnish
troops as well as in direct entry into Russian service.
Transfers were not, however, all in one direction.

Attempts by Pinnieh officers in the Russian army to transfer

to the Finnish troops whenaver more lucrative posts becams
vacant were a source of complaint in 182%, These transfers

delayed the aglready slow promotion in the Pinnish troops. 12

By the 1830s the attitude of the Finnish upper class to
the Russian army, and in partlcular to the Hussian troops
in Pinland, had undergone & profound change &nmpufnﬂ with
the beginning of the putonomy period. A contemporary wrote
that in many reapects the Bussian units in Finland were
conaidered to be in a closer relationship to the country
when there ware no proper Finnish troops in existence. The
Russian regimenta were named after Finnish towns, about
half of their officera were native Finns and many of the

9, SVP, 1838, ch. 11, kn. I, st. 646, citing Imperial Order

of 15,1IV,.1818.

10. See for example lotters and orders relating to tranafers

vetween 1818 and 1819 and 1823 and 1830 in Kenraali-

kuverniddrin Suomen sotavien esikunnan arkisto, Ha 3. 1ld4.

11. Gripenberg, 'Anteckningar rérande den &r 1812 uppsatta
_ finska militéirens historis', FNT, 13, 1894, p. 513.
12, Gripenberz, op. cit., PuP, 13, 1894, p. 338.
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Rusaian soldiers had married Pinnish wives. 13 Relations
between Flnns and Russians were in general good and tha
influx of Finna into the Russian army grew continuously
at any rate until the 1850s. 14 Entry as non-commissioned
officers was resorted to more frequently, particularly as
the educational requirements were low.

"Parenta of rank of slender means in country
districta therefore often found it sensible not to
strain their boyes' brains unnecessarily and pay for
their upkeep at some achool but to let them grow up
free at home until they reached the required age and
height to be able to enter on a military career. It
was even for & time really fashionable for students,
even of the finest birth, who for several years had
developed every possible elegance on the streets of
the university and the capital and little by little
attained a complete aversion to all acholarly
laboursa, suddenly to dress themselves in coarse grey
greaateoats and after half a year appear in renewed
brilliance with the epaulettes of a Russian

ensign." 15

This was also the period of the expansion of the Pinnish
Cadet Corps, the inetitution of mcholarships at Russian
cadet corps, and the foundation of the Yunker School in
Helsinki, Flaces at all these establishments were keenly
sought by Pinnse, a®2 has been already described.

OUne of the men most mctive in developing the scholarship
eyetem and the teaching of Russian in Pinland was the
Kinister Secretary of State, Count Alexander Armfelt. Even
a8 a young men he had favoured the encouragement of Pinns
to enter Bussian service. In a memorandum of the mid-1830s
he wrote,

13. Franas F. von Knorring, Gamla Finland eller det fordna
Wiborgska Gouvernementet, ‘ = Ta

14. Schauman, op. cit., 1, p. 15, 18,

15. Schauman, op. ¢it., I, p. 17-18,




